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Preface. 


71 S  a  school  of  medicine  we  profess  to  have  a  distinct- 
fe'vl  ive  practice,  unlike  either  our  old  school  or  ho¬ 
meopathic  neighbors.  We  claim  to  use  different 
remedies,  or  in  different  form  and  dose,  and  for  different 
effects.  We  boldly  claim  a  more  successful  practice  than 
either  of  our  competitors,  and  this  claim  can  only  be 
based  upon  different  principles,  a  different  therapeutics, 
and  a  different  materia  medica. 

We  must,  therefore,  have  distinctive  books  which 
clearly  state  our  methods  of  practice.  Old-school  works 
will  not  serve  this  purpose,  neither  will  homeopathic. 
With  the  pretensions  we  make,  if  we  can  not  show  that 
we  have  such  works,  and  depend  upon  them,  we  are 
frauds  of  the  first  magnitude. 

In  the  early  days  of  Eclecticism,  the  need  of  text¬ 
books  was  clearly  seen,  and  great  sacrifices  were  made 
to  furnish  them.  The  writers  toiled  without  pay,  and  to 
publish  the  earlier  works  they  practiced  the  most  rigid 
economy  for  years  to  command  the  money.  By  these 
means  we  had  Beach’s  works,  Jones  and  Morrow’s  Prac¬ 
tice,  King’s  Dispensatory,  and  some  others.  The  making 
of  books  was  not  an  easy  nor  a  profitable  job. 

Now  we  have  a  full  list  of  text-books,  or  books  of  refer¬ 
ence,  and  by  frequent  revision  they  are  kept  fully  up  to 
our  practice  of  to-day.  They  have  been  very  successful, 
more  so  than  any  American  books  in  the  market,  and 
this  is  the  best  evidence  of  their  value.  They  are  bought 
by  all  schools  of  medicine,  and  when  bought  they  are 
brought  into  active  use. 
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